5 20S 
2 


CRAPTSMENS 
SERMON, 


1 


P A RAPHRAS * upon feveral veile 
ol che xix Chapter of che ects of the} 


2 RA, o 
7 Sy | N WE | 
Compoſed by Dani. BukGe N tobe i] 
pPreachd by him in the High Ti but prevented } 
2 5 N his boring U 1 
Nihil retum N inſtabile ac Bai eſt qua 4 
fama Fes non 2 WE Bohn Tac ix -] 
| Large Maſtives only have the Knack, 7 
To throw the Bear upon his Back ; © ol 
But when the unw-ildly Beaſt i Zak 4 
Mungrils will Jerve fo keep. bun 8 0 
—— n = } 
The Seventh Edition. Mi 
— troy — 1 
LONDON: = 


Printed by and for A. Moon, near St Paul yg 


432. 


4, 


- vo? 


= . 


, 
: 


2 — 


. 
. 
LES — <x 


„2 


1 


* * 


5 THE 7110 


| the xix. Chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles. . | 


Shall not this Day, my Beloved, as the uſual man- 
ner is, accoſt you with the Scraps of a Verſe, or} 
only with a whole Verſe, qut ot any part of the 
Goſpel ; which Method is often, made uſe of in 

b ſuch Places as this, purely to avoid telling what 
comes after; but ſhall chuſe tor my Text the greateſt Part 
of the 19th. Chapter of the As: And in Diſcourſing 
upon this Portion of Scripture, ſo fruitful in good Inj 
ſtructions aud Examples, I ſhall confine my ſelf to the fol 

q lowing Method. - 3h Gan 4 
I. Brit, 1 ſhall make ſome general Obſervations upo 
the Behaviour ot the Apoſtle Paul and his Miniſtry. | 


ſeurral Verles in this Chapter: 1 | k 'K [ 


I. Thirdly and Lafth, 1 ſhall draw from the Whol 
ſome ulcful and ſeaſonable Inferences, and then concludey 


1. Ichan make ſome general Obſervations'upon if 


_ / Apolile Paul, And 1 f. of all, my Brethren, it is ng 
: . E A 2 : 4 e 


IN 
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3 whos 1 au! made the Sete Change "That ever 
Man did, cven from a Perſecutor to an Apoſtle ; two 
eracters as ppoſite as that of Lucifer to an Angel of 
bt. As ſoon as Light from the Lord fell upon him, 
fie nv longer breaths 7hreatnings and Slaughter againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, as ne had in Forc-time, nor puts in 
E-xccution-cax Orders he had about him trom the High- 
Prieſt, or Arcubiſhop of the Jes, to brin pk firſt Chriſ- 
tiaus and Diſſenters of ruols Days bound ta, Jeruſalem, 
On che contrary, tho? he was juſt betore an OTIS 
Pc i 2 r the Cnurch by Law Eſtabliſhed, on a (ud- 
det he bet 
he prayeth ! Acts ix. 11. 
1, Let us learn a Leſſon from eg dearly Beloved, 
We along name! that as ſoon as the F. the 
oy d. An Med 4 12 80 Herr, che Vibes ae 
cution Gößpech out of his Han e Nhictiis the 
Ba ge of che Goſpel; and Cel " which i is the 2 5 
An, of $xtad, cannot dwell roger * Beh ht pr 
44h, It is obſervable; that ta a Zbafot warch 
arty, and: turns Chriſtian, how very apt the Hi, 
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Which made fi & IT to > them; and to perſeciite him tor 
Apoſtatiz in ety and Grace. ' While Pu Con- 
tipucd + Wach Flay | of*che* Golly, the Prieſts heſd him 
in high” Faychl⸗ rd truſttd h 15 9 their TEt#vfiaftical 
Femme; Ana Fir whart bound to Jeru- 
falem al thoſe of — Way; Ot — way ” Why all thar 


forlook the eftqbliſhed O 2 ad Fi Pts 
"13 1 Obſe 5 Ten 10 Ke cs ee We | 


confi miny had cher Powers t the World Ax Ainſt them 
: vas urs. 9 Paul the Blalphęmęr had a Xf 5 
Woe Convett, Puulche Sain bes, ved iy 7a 

In ; yca they wa ed the Carts DA And NEUN kit * 


oh, "Behbuld he Prayeth l., 


hy ci 6B Oreable From OTTER Hiſtory of Haul, 


A HPAGACe EEG od makes d — both incek titer 

TRA ; and b 10 1 1055 F Chriſt, Here, our ger 
kt 756510 e. tis Pace Yar 
olpel'; _ ied "Fade He Tr d ls Lie 

. aboured 


mes 4 Lover of the Saints; and now Behold 


we, ung ratefüſt ro forget all his former wicked Meſir, 


Go. 


' | 
laboured in the Vine yard without Pay; A rare thing in | 
this our Day! when the firſt Motive for Overſeeing of} 
Souls, is ſo much a Year. The Apoſtle drove no Bargain | 
about Preaching; nor made a Market of Salvation. | 

Oh! my Beloved, how many dignified \Drones' have | 
we in our Time, who ſet up for Likznels to the Apoſtſes, 
without any Likeneſs ;' who take great Sums tor mock- 
Apoſtleſhip, when nothing thrives by their Miniſtry, but | 
| their Belſies! This, my Friends, is lamentable, but it 
is lamentably true. II | 


} 
f 
N 
4 
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2 II. Fhaſte now to my Second General Head, and will 
diſcourſe particularly upon ſeveral Verſes in this Chapter. 
1 * 721 Verſe the 8th, And he went — 
ue, and ſpake Loldly for the ſpace of three Mouths, diſput- 
85 nnd perſuading nf pen 2 the Kingdom of Gad. 
I, And he went into the' Synagogue. ' Obſerve we hexe, 
½, my beloved Brethren, that as great Bigots as the 
Jews were, and as great a Diſſenter as aul was, yet they 
luffered him to preach in theit Synagogues, or Churches. 

He had à elear Stage, tho' perhaps not equal Favour. 
Now think ye, my Friends, if the ſame Apoſtle ſhould 
come among us here in Tondon, at this time, that he would 
be permitted to preuch in his on Church, unleſs he firſt 
qualified himſelf according to the Forms and Ceremonies 
of the Church of Exę lau dy Law eſtabliſnd ? or would 
be, frow ye; get 'any Preferment that the black Dons 
could hinder Him from, in caſe he perſiſted to preach 
Hat his Maſter preached before him, bi. that Chriſt⸗ 

K ingdont was nit of this Nh? 
24% My. Beloved, we may fee here; the great Point of 
Paulis Preaching; He diſputed and. ps ſuuded the Things | 

concerning the Kingdom of G. Not a Word ot his oon 
ſpirftuaf Domihion'; nt Word ot Epiſcopal Sovercigus, 
who were to deſeend as it were, from his Loins, awd 
wWhowithouthis Trſpifution or Mitacies, were to ſuccced | 
bim in what he never had; witidly Wealth, worldly” | 
Standeur, and worldly Power; Hines whictr always 
marFthe"Ringdom'or God, inſtead of promoting it 3 
tere being mo Fellowillip-betweeb Chir ili ben,, 


6 


TreCRAFTSMEN. 


Let us now proceed to the gth Verſe, and ſee what 
that ys; Butrwher divers were hardened, (oblerve he ſays, 
when divers were hardened and believed not, but ſpake evil 
of that Way before. the Multitude, he departed from them, 
bee Difeiples, diſputing ddily in the School of one 
rannus. 1 i | 
| "The Prieſts, no. doubt, who traded in Ceremonies, 
and knew nothing of Jefus Chriſt, or of inward Holi- 
- neſs, were nettled ar anew Religion, which taught Men 
a plain Path to Heaven, without the Incumbrances of 
Sacriſies, or Prieſts, or Fopperics ; a Religion, that had 
proſeſſed Enmity to all ſecular Gain and all holy Frifling, 
Marvel not at it, my Brethren, a Religion without a 
Hierarchy, and Godlineſs without Gain, will never plealc 
any Set ot High Prieſts: Nothing will go down with 
them but Pride and Grimace, and the ready Penny. 
Poor Paul had nothing about him of all this, nor did he 
teach a Religion that had. All that he brought, was 2 
+ Chriſt crucified, and Salvation in and through him. They 
tberefore {pake evilof that Way before the Multitude ; that 15, 
the Prieſts td the People that Paul was an Heretick, 
- > and his Doctrine was Schiſm ; but for themſelves, they 
had Antiquity and:the Fathers on their Side, with an 
orthodox Church full of decent Types and Ceremonies. 
I here needed no more to prevent the Apoſtle from do- 
ing any good among them - So. he departed from then. 
This was all the Puniſhment he inflicted on them, and 
this was enough. He who had the Holy Ghoſt could 
: have inflifted Death or Miſery on them; but it was op- 
poſite to the Genius of his Religion, which allows ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors to feed their Flocks, but not force them, 
nor to puniſh them, if they refuſe to feed. If a Man has 
not a Mind to be ſaved, he has the worſt of it bimſelf; 
aud what is it to the Prieſts? as Maſter Selden will re- 


Thbis my Brethren, was the Primitive Excommuni- 


.\ cation, If you could work no good upon a Man; ot 

it that Man worked Mifchief to you, or gave you. Scan- 
dal; why you wou'd tiot keep Company with him, Hut 
o give hum to the Devll, becauſe he was already. goivs 


- 


WT 


from telling them, ; 
pan pay ine thy Revenues. Paul was a Witneſs ot the 
Reſur rection, a diſintereſted Witneſs, and claimed no 


ced them (had not the Spirit ſo directed ro have ſwat- 
C royed or di- 
ſtreſſed all that refuſed, But the Lord Chriſt, mx 


, and iuſpited as they were, they never aimed to rham- 
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to the Devil of himtelf, is to be a Miniſter of Christ 


rhe backward way. Beſides there was no need of it. 
The Apoſtle in my Text, neither curſes rhefe unbelieving 
High Churchmen, who hardened themſekves againſt him, 
nor cenſures them, or fines them; all which he who had, 
the Powet of Miracles, could have done, had he liked it. 
He barely departed from them. And if he did not damn 
them tor the lake ot their Souls, ſo neither did he ſur- 


render them to Beelzebub for the ſake of their Money. 


He demanded not a gray Groat of them; So far was he 
4 I am your ſpiritual Prince, 


Dues; tho? others fince do in his Name, without being 
real Witneſſes of the Reſurrection, or dilintereſted Wit- 
neſſes of any thing elſe about it. 


Diſputing daily in the School of one Tyrannus. | Mark | 


here my beloved, that both Schools and Synagogues, or 
Churches, were open to him, tho* he was but a new 
Commer, and a Non-conformiſt. Mark, moreover, that 
he barely 7 or reaſoned. He was a Stranger to the 
Doctrine of Compulſion. He was an Apolſile, by virtue 
of whoſe Words and Power, all Clerical Acts are pre- 
tended to be done ever ſince: and yet he himſelf did 
none, ſatisfy ing himſelf with ſaving Fouls, by Enhorta- 
tion and the Aſſiſtance of the Spitit, which are not 


Clerical Act. He was the chief Paſtor upon Earth, 
and held his Commi ſſion immediately from God, but he 


impoſed nothing but his Advice, Reaſon, and good 
Words upon thoſe that heard him. He could have for- 


lowed implicity all he ſaid; and either d 


Brethren, in his dealings with humane kind, never uſes 
Means that are nb, be. Is 8 


paſſiopate Men, Powers and Privileges which, infallible 


Here you may diltiriguiſh| the Spirit of Chriſt from: | 
| the Spirit of High-Chureb.' For trow ye, my Friends, 
that Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever delegated to weak and 


* The CT0APT EMARLN., © * 
ſelves, let 1 my Brerhren, at - the Impude | 
ſome Men ia black ! hat N. 
Aud this continued for. the ſpace of twy Tears, Obſerve, i it 
is not ſaid that he kept a Curate all the while. 
Let us go on to ſome following Verſcs. And God 

| wrought ſpecial: Miracles, by the hangs 7 Paul ; ſo that from 

| bis Budy were brought unto the Sick, Hundberchiehs, or Aprons, 

| and their Diſeaſes depa ted from them, and the evi] Spirits 
| went out of them, ver, 11 12 

Oolerre, here axe certain Signs of a Power from God, 

and they who pretended. to a Power trom him, without 
| maniſeiting the ſame. by certain, Signs, are certainly 

Cheats and Impoſtors. For a Power, given by the all- 
| wiſe God, mult be given for ſome, certain End which 
| will infallibly be brought about. is not conſiſtent 
| with his Wiſdom and oodueſs to give it, and yet leave 
| uncertain that he has given it, when, a plain Manifeſta- 
tion of it is ot the utmoſt Importance to the World, and 
to the Purpoſe for which it is given. If a Man brings 
| not infallible Proofs of his Power, how ſhall I know that 
he has ir? Demonſtration voſt go. before Conyiction, 
| and Conviction before Conſent. 192 cannot cmbrac 
| tor Truth, what we take to be a L + 9 which wi 
| farther appear from the . er © ths 

ben ce tain of the Vagabond Jews, Exorcifts, took 

them to callaver.g hem which had vil Spirits, ze name -0 7 
| Lord Jeſus, {ayung, we adjure: ** 9 us, who Paul 
tt, Se 101, 21235 | 
| |, We may | rceive here, thar zhe Apaſiles ha d Apes in 

| their own Lime ; Fellgqws who ſet up. fo 15 Succeſſy 
| ors, before: they themlgiyes were Geht 
| Gifts os Conjures, de Salled, I p. 
ing to dilpoſſeſz 5 
Spells and forms of Worgs, | had n 
| Form of Words, and were Wn Work. 
| 'as chey: could; baaſtin Wee * 7 
on Pgwer, La Poe 4h 47 ey 
to raſteable the A 
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leſsthan theſe Vagabond Jets) who will right or wrong, 


be Succeſlors to the Apoſtles, without doing any thing 


that is Apoſtolick, but what every reaſonable Man may 
do as well, They ſhew no Signs but thoſe of Gracelelnels 
and Pride; and do no Wonders, but in the Luxury of 
their Lives. 
And there were ſeven Sons of one Sceva, a Jew ; and chief 
of the Prieſts, which did ſo, v. 14. More Mimickers of Mi- 
racles! We ſee the Trade was growing ſweet, but the 
Sauce proved Sower ; fur the evil Spirit anſwered, and ſaid, 
Jeſus I know,, and Paul / know, but who are ye? An angry 
and contempruous Queſtion, bur full of good ſenſe. Buy 
the worlt follows: And the Man in whom the evil Spirit 
was, leapt upon them, and prevailed againſi them, ſo that they 
fled ous of that Houſe naked and wounded. 
© 1. Obſerve here, 1ſt, 'That we may eaſily learn what 
Power Men have from God, by their Power over the 
Devil. 5 1 — n Paul T the [ord of Command, the 
Devil did not ſtand hilly ſhally, nor pretend to part 
with one who was employed as the Lord's General, 
gainſt the Power of Darkneſs, but was forced to march 48 
and Baggage and glad, uo doubt, that he could troop 
off i in a Whole, Skin. | 
But ir is quite other wife, when Interlopets and Crafife 
meu in hopes to make a Penny of Satan, pretend to drive 
him out 70 1855 arters, thq they come in the Name of 
the Lord. 7 evil, in this Caſe, ſets up the Flag of 
Bina, and tells chem Thy are Scoundrels to their 
Faces; Wh are ye Well ſpoken Satan! The cy are Vaga- 
bends, f wal an 4 3 U Devil chaſtiz'd them ac- 
net Ped out | of that Houſe naked and wound 
Fe, , evi fs the Pe 29 5 80 Maller 1 the 
eld, 5 the e. evaile them. They 
rged a Commilhion, nd Ae (fe whoſe Nams 
they * A, ><a not Rand by en. _ 
A Let ws here, 291 Ride think it no ame to 
x a 8 ng Bil mar rakeno Man's W ord, 
5 Matters of Faith and 


ret to comman 
Gi ods tho? he 255 in the Name ot th 
Let usexantin him c 40 try our o] Strengt 
" ppog 


upon him; bo are ye ? A pat Queſtion and a proper! 
Let us, beloved, never loſe light of it, eſpecially when 
any Man would controul our Belief. Be not determined 
by outſide Shape and Colour, A long Gown may cover 
an Exorciſt, but let us peep into his Infide, ſeach his Life 
and Principles ; let us try whether he is an Apoſtle in his 
Heart and his Actions; and if he be not, let us deſpiſe 
him; yea, let us prevail againſt him. 

3. Obſerve, 3dly, What great and Solemn Rogueries 
are carried on in the Name of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
even Conjurers and Formaliſts reap their Harveſt, as it 
were, with the Sickle of the Goſpel. And if ſuch bold 
Cheats could be practiced, as it were, under this great 
Apoſtle's Noſe ; what may not be done now he is ſo far 
off : How many Exorciſts,, how many Sons of Sceva, 
trow ye, have we at this time among us, and in this en- 
lightned Proteſtant Country? Great numbers, God wor, 
yea, great Societies. Every Man, who, in the Name of 
Chi or Paul claims to himſelf Gain or Dominion, is 
a Son of Sceva, and can be no Guard againſt the Devil, 
—— deſpiſes him. Judge ye now what ſwarms we 

ve. 

4. Obferve from hence, 4thly and laſtly, The true 
Reaſon of the great Wickedneſs which is in the World; 
namely, becauſe we maintain an Army againſt the De- 
vil, of whom he ftand not in awe. In the firſt Ages he 
was driven out of every Corner, and now he poſſeſſes e- 
very Cornec; for why? they had Apoltles, and we have 
the Sons of Sceva. | | 
And many that believed came and confeſſed, and fhewed their 

Deeds, v. 18. that is many who had been deluded and 
miſled by theſe Reverend Deceivers, were now undeceived. 
Aud many alſo of them which uſed curious Arts, brought 
their Books together, and burnt them before al Men; and they 
mo the Price of them, and found it fifty thouſand Pieces of 
Silver, v. 19. en... 

Ho fertile muſt the World then have been in myſeri- 
ous and conjuring Books! what Syſtems of "Nonſenſe 
and Knavery muſt have been here! what Gloſſes, Com- 
mentaries, and Riddles For we way be ſure, wy belo- 
I | F 4 
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ved, theſe were not Books of uſeful Knowledge and 
earning, or Books that taught Virtue and Mortality; 
ince ſuch, without doubt, the Apoſtles would have pre- 
ſerved : Bur they were jugling and conjuring Books, ſuch 
as contained Heathen Traditions, with falſe Miracles 
and falſe Doctrines, and were probably full of meraphy= 
ſical Diſtinctions, and the controverſial Divinity of thoſe 
Days; ſuch as Bundles of feoliſh Sermons, Pagan Syſtems, 
Articles of their Faith, Formularies, lying Miiteries, 
Caballiſtical Nonſenſe, and the high Church Pamphlets 
of that Age; all oppoſite to divine Truths utter'd by 
aul. . 
So mightily grew the word of God, and prevailed, v. 20. 
Take notice here, Men and Brethren, that the ready 
way to make the Word of God grow and prevail, was 
to burn all the Prieſts Books. Oh, my beloved that our 
Eyes were alſo opened | what Fuel ſhould we have for 
Bonfires! . 
Nothing occurs remarkable between this and the 23d 
Verſe, which tells us, that the ſame time there aroſe uo 
ſmall Stirs about that Way. And then follows the Reaſon.) 
v. 24, 25, 26, 27. For a certain Man named Demetrius, 
a Silver Smith, which made filyer Shrines for Diana, brought 
uo ſmall Gain unto the Crafiſmen, whom he called together, 
with the Workmen of like Occupation; and ſaid, Sirs, ye know 
that by this Craft we bave our Wealth : Moreover, ye ſee 
and hear, that not alone at Epheſus, but almoſt throughout 
all Aſia, this Paul hath perſuaded and turned away much 
People, ſaying, that they be no Gods which are made-with 
Hands; ſo that not only this our Craft is in Danger 10 be ſet 
at nought ; but alſo, that the Temple of the great Goddeſs 
Diana fbeuld be diſpiſed, aud ber ee ſhould be de- 
ozed, whom all ſia and the World worſþipeth. J 
A notable Speech, and a fare Confeſſion! he kept à 
Shop for the Diety, and got a World of Money by thig 
godly Trade; and rather than loſe it, he will oppoſe 
Chriſtianity, and maintain his Craft againſt Jeſus Chriſt. 
This mechanical Prieſt, and his Brethren, Rerainers 
to Diana: had loſt many kind Cuſtomers by Paul's preach» 
ipg ; thelx holy Gear began to lic upon their Hands; 
| 9 


12 be URAFTS MEN: 
Folks Eyes were opened, and the Cheat was diſcloſed ; 
Uponwhich the Reverend Dr. Demetrius and the whole 
05 Prieſts and Craftſmen, reſolve to accuſe 
the Apoſtle as an Enemy to the Church, and an Undermi- 
ner of its Rights and Intereſts. Sirs, lays Mr. Prolocutor, 
To know that hy this Craft we have our Wealth, © Now, it 

* this Paul goes on to perſwade People, as he docs, that 
4 all our Gain is built on Deceit, and that our Trade is 
of humane Inſtitution, our Function will fall into Con- 
ce tempt, and we into Beggary. 

All this was artfully addreſs'd to the Intereſt and Ava- 
rice of his Brother Cratrſmen, who ſharing the Benefit 
of the Cheat, and living plentifully upon t * Eccelſiaſti- 

cal Revenucs of the eltabliſh'd Church of Diana, had 
Motixes ſufficient to engage them in the Pefenoc of the 
ſaid Church and Cheat. 

No he has a Kuack for catching the Bigots, by tell- 

them, what Danger there was of the Church; and leſt 
the Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana ſboula be deſpiſed, and 
ler Magnificence be deſtroyed, whom all Aſia and the World 
wobiped: What pity it was that ſo ſure and primitive a 
Clurchand the moſt Orthodoxandbeft conſtiturcdCharch 
| in ra Aa, ſhould be in ſuch piteous Danger! 
blerve here, firſt, dearly beloved. what Falſe 
Wass and godleſs Infidels theſe Prieſtly Crew were. If 
they believed that their Miſtreſs, the Goddeſs, who had 
indeed che beſt accuſtomed Church in all Afi, was as 
great as they pretended her to be, why did they mi- 
ruſt her Power to protect her own Grandure, and defend 
| her ſelf ? eſpecially againſt 2 ſingle Man, whom they 
repreſented as an Enemy to the Gods and theit Fang 
and who was conſequently the more caſy to be py ated 
| or deſtroyed. But 55 they knew, her unable to defend her 


| Divinity, and ſupport her Church, with them her Prieſts 


and U Aden ; then were they i in reality Cheats and; 
| Unbelievers, tho” outwardly grave and-zealous Votaries. 
2. Take Notice, in the Tae! 0 the wide Diffe- 

| rence that there is between theſe high Prieſts HOGS 

and the Bible-Church! The Priefts Church being a, 
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and Reverence. Whatever enlightened the People, mar- 
red the Marker of the Prieſts. By this Craft we have our 
Wealth; While we can by Brawling and Lying put off 
« our Trumpery tor Religion, it will always ſell well; 
ec other wife, it will not be worth a Groat; let us con- 
e tend for our Trumpery, and cry, The Church ! Ac- 
cordingly we find the Auditory in the next Verſe actually 
actiſing the Advice given them by this High Church 
reacher, and roaring tor Diana of Epheſus, or, which is 
the ſame thing for the Church. By. this. Craft we have our 
Wealth, . Et 1 
This, my Friend, was the Spirit of the Prieſts Church, 
ſo oppoſite to that of the Bible- Church; which, being 
founded upon a Rock, fears neither Rain, nor Storms, 
nor Diſſenters, nor Falſe Brethren; yea, ſne is founded 
upon a Rock, which Rock is Chriſt; and whoever truſis in 
him, and believes the Scripture, cannot think his Church 
in Danger. Indeed, if his Church is founded upon Hoods 
and Caps, and Cringes and Forms, and filthy Lucre, he 
may well dread the Judgment of God, and the Reaſon of 
Man; for they are both againſt him and his Dowdy, and. 
his Church will totter as ſooh.as ever common Senſe takes 
it by the Collar. By fearing for the Juperſtrucure, he 
owns the Foundation to be ſandy. By this Craft we haus 
our Wealth. a | we” 
Theſe Craftſmen keep a Rout about the Danger of their 
Church, why, my Brethren, it ought to be in Danger, 
ns a lorry Bundle af Inventions and Gimeracks, 2s it 
was, Hut for the Pure, the Primitive Church of Chriſi, 
the Cates ef Hel ſhall not prevail 2 Yea, the Craitl- 
men ſhall nor prevail agaiaſt ic, who are the ſoreſt Ene 
mies ĩt ever:hag—4/+ ij founded; upon a Ruck. Paul, does; 
not once complain is all the New Teſtament, that his. 
Church was in Danger, nor does any other of the Apo, 
ſtles or .Eyapgelifts, Heaven and Earth hal paſs away, but | 
end. ef the Lord,” abideth for ever. What ſay). ous. 
Craftſmen.to this? either they know it not, on believe 18: 


rg Bau, whenever he mentions. Dangers or Perils in, 
e gras Kain to hig ern EN: ot did. 
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by his own Perſon, ever in all his Life, mean the Church, 
Po aw had the Spirit of God ; he was no Craftſman 


"ob of f God, that he will for ever defend the Holy Re- 
yelation that he bas given us. Let us on our part, treat 
it as it becomes its Dignity and omni potent Author. Lex 
us not turn our Religion into a Play, nor diſhonour it 
with Baubles, as the Manner of the Popiſh Craftſmen is 
who convert theit Churches into Puppet-ſhews and Mu- 
Heck- Meetings; and then when they are lenghed at, cry 
they arc in anger. Pretry Fellows ! to raiſe our Mirch 
whether we will or no, and then make us choak our ſelve 
to keep it in. Their Craft is in Danger to be ſet at Naught. 
They know its Value, and quake, leſt other People 
ſhould know it too. Oh the Impudence of Craſtſmen 
how boldly they mock God, and in his Name pick 
Pockets 

73. Let us adferve, zdly, my Brethren, that the Chril- 
tian Religion, which prevailed againſt all the Powers of 
the ' World, cannot be in Danger from all the Powers of 
the World. And every Church may be in Danger but 
a Chriſtian Church. Let us praiſe the Lord, my Cbriſ- 
tian Friends, that our Church is ſafe. 

Proceed we now to the 28th Verſe: And when they 
heard theſe ſaymgs, they were full of Wrath, and cryed out, 
faying, Great © Diana of the Epheſians. 

1. We may remark here, firſt, My Friends, the vio- 
lent EffeAs of a hot Sermon, however oy and vil- 
lanious, Here this Dr. Demetrius, w raft was all 
this Religion, lugs Heaven into a Diſpute about his Trade, 
and — the Salvation of his Hearers to the Gain he 
made of his Shrines; yet this awaken'd no N nation 
in the ſeduced and ill judging Auditory ; but ſtraight 
eben were fill of Wrath and cried out, ſaying, Great is Diana 
of the Epheſians: The Church ! the Church! 


ther of Zeal.” 7. wa were ful of Wrath. For what'? Why 


ter; an inſenſibie Piece of a Rock, guarded by a Band 


of Frieks; who, hard as it was, picked a fine Livelihood 
| ou 


Beloved, who are Chriſtians, truſt to the Ve- | 


. adly, We may remark, that Ignorance is the Mo- 


for Djana of Ephe in God created by a Storic-cut-. 
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out of it. But Paul had opened ſome Mens Eyes, and 
the Loaves began to come in but ſlowly. This enraged 
the Crafiſmen, and they enrag'd the People. The Prieſts 
loſt Cuſtomers, and the People loſt their Senſes. - Such is 
the Power of Deluſion over dark and {laviſh Minds“ Let 
but the Pricſt point at a Windmill and cry the Church is 
falling, his Congregation will venture their Brainszte 
ſtop the Sails. What a rare Army does Zeal raiſe, when | 
Religion and Reaſon do not ſpoil the Muſter, or ſtop 
their March! A 
The next is the 29th Verſe ; And the whole City was filed 
with Confuſion ; and having caught Gaius and Ariſtarchus, | 
Men of Macedonia, Paul's Companions in Travel, they | 
ruſhed with one accord into the Theatre. - a 
And the whole City was filed with Confuſion. Who doubts 
it, when Church was the Cry, and the Prieſts had begun 
it? Give them but their Way, and allow them but to 
aſſert their own Claims, they will quickly turn all things, | 
Human and Divine, Toply-turvey. Here is a Whole 
City thrown into. Confuſion, purely becauſe a Branch of 
the Prieſtly Trade, infamous, forged, and irreligious, | 
was like to fall before the Word of God preached by | 


* : 


Paul. | 2 
f, This ſhe ws, Sirs, that there is nothing ſo lying 
and ſo vile, that they will not juſtify. They knew that | 
theit Church was a Creature of their own compoſing; 
that the Worſhip performed in it was a Burleſque-wot- 
ſhip, contrived by themſelyes, and paid to a ſenſclels 
Image; and they knew. that the whole was an itmpudent ! 
Deluſion, framed. by human Invention. And yet, you, 
ſce, my Beloved, how they rails Heaveti and Earth in De» 
fence of their Forgeries and Superſtitions. Not a Tittle | 
will they part with, not a Shrine, not a Ceremony. No, 
rather than this, they publiſh L yes, they deceive the Peo- 
ple, they decry ſober Picty, they raiſe à Sedition and con- 
found all Things. y this Crafs we haue our Wealth. . © 
2. Behold hete, 2dly, the different Behaviour of Truth 
and Falſhood! or, iv ther Words, of Paul and the Crafifs 
men When Men contend for Truth, they do it cams 
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conſcious of frs weak Foundation, flies inſtantly for Sup- 
port, to Rage and Opprefſion. Paul reaſons peaccably 
and powerfully ; Demetrius deceives, ſcolds, and raiſes a 
Mob. But 1 defy the Craftſmen to ſhew me one Mob of 
Paul's raiſing in all the New Teſtament. 

The Apoſtle wanted no Mob; he had no factious 
Deſigns ; he medled not with Human Affairs; he 
taught Peace and practiced it; he neither blended Po- 
lixicks nor Gan with his Doctrine; he had no Grimace to 
ſupport; no mock Reverence to acquire or defend; he ab- 
Hor d pious Fraud, and expoſed it: he ſhewed the Peo- 
ple the manifeſt Trurhs' of the Goſpet, and of Reaſon, 
and that preſently open'd their Eyes to ſee the impious 
Delufions and bold Impofitions of the reigning Prieſts ; 
and hence began the Rage of Dr. Demetrios and his Mob. 

From this you may learn, 3dly, my Friends, that 
ohe Man, with Truth on his Side, is enough to frighten 
z whole Army, yea, 4 whole Hierarchy of Craft ſmen, 
and to defeat them it he has but 2 N ou ſee 
alſo the graceleſt Methods that red-hot High Prieſts take, 
tb confure ſuch 4 Man: Firft, they dreſs him up as an 
Athieſt and an Enemy to che Church, and then fer the 
Mob upon him; for the Law was not againſt Paul, as 
| we ſhall ſee preſently, and yet they meant co deſtrby Payl 
againſt Law. An implacable Tribe! no Power can ſu- 
tisfy them, that has eſther Mercy in it, or Bounds to it: 
Craft is cheir Calliog, and Lies and Violence the Tools 
r 
On, tay Chriſtian Friends what Wolves are Men, 
Not Wolves are Prieſts, when chey have harden 

che mlelees againſt the Grace of God? Without Meckneſs 
ad Peace there can be no ſuch thing as the Fear of the 
| Eord; witteſs Dt. Demerrive and thoſe that are like him. 
L vs pray for their Amendment, char it woutd picafe 
the Lotd to take away their reproburt. Ming? 
1 And bavr, caug 
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Aula, Paul's Compdiions in Travel, they rufbed with one 
accord inte the Theatre. THIFDR 7 x 2 Is | 7 weld! ö ay 

Wan and furt, Dilſeatgry to be ſure; and. None! 
alen Preachers?" Mey of Matediuls ; VERY 
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that is ſomething familiar; unleſs perhaps they ware 
Lords Archbiſhops of ſome Country where they did nag 
telide· But Paul you ſee had no ſpiri:ual Pride, nor re- 
ceived his Fellow Chriltians upon the Knee, as ſome WIe 
pretend to be his Sueceſſors at Rome, and elſe vhete, do in 
our Days. * . TY 1 
They ruſhed with one accord into the Theatre. Ay, they 
had got their Prey, a Brace of Nun cons, and cairy'd 
them into the Play-houſe to bait: tem- What hovp! 
and hollowing, I warrant ye, about the Two zodly:Gorie. 
tians ! How many Fanaticks, think ye, they were ealleil, 
and Diltucbers of the Peace of Diana's High-Chutclii? 
Doublels they were charged with writing Books and 
Papers againſt Diana's Clergy, and the Eitablith's Ge 
aws; and perhaps, Paul was ſuſpected for having a 
Hang in them, and ſame of his Epiſtles were produced to 
make good the Charge. Well] here they are; the Prigfts 
their Accuſers, the Mob their Judges, and Truth their 
Grime | Men and Wiekednefs are {till the ſame; we have 
ſeen che like in aur Times... os! 1 7 ont 
Aud when Paul would have entered in unto the People; the 
Diſciples ſuffered him not, v. 30. Here is, on one hand, the 
Boidne(s ot a Man, who has God for his Guide; and 
on the other, the Prudence of Men, who knew the Mercy 
of Prieſts and Mobs. And therefore, certain of the-Ghigf 
of Alia; which were his Friends, ſent unto him, deſirinę him 
that he would not adventure himſelf into the Theatre, v. 31. 
Te 32d Verſe is pregnant with Inſtruction, Same 
therefore cried one thing, and ſome another; for the Aſſumbily 


ds confuſed, and the mare part knew not wherefore they u 
come together. mn un att £270.46 nhl 
ard ſome another. The true; Genius 


Some cried one thing 1 
of àa Rabble, led by theit Prieſts and their Paſhons; a» 
gainſt Peace and againſt Religion! They are united in 
Theif Zeal to do Miſchief, but they differ how, they ſhall 
go about it. They are for the Church, Digna's\Chureh, 
it is true; and ſhew it by Rage and Noiſe; but they ate 
under no Rules, except the general one taught them d 
the Craſiſmen, vin. to G 3rd the Church, * 
AS eee eren ee :e 
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che Apoſtle; for the reſt every man is his own Maſter, | 
and every Man will be heard firſt, 2 
A rare Picture of our preſent Mob, headed by one of 
chemſelves in a Gown; I mean, our Modern Demetrius. | 
{ xhink the Man is no great Craftſman; bur he has got 
Diana in his Head, and he himſelt is in the Head of the a 
| '"Rabble* But as to the Point of Underſtanding, we may 
| throw him and his Rabble together in one ſhort Prayer 
dnd ery with our bleficd Lord, when the Jewiſh Prieſts 
Were putting him to Death, for bearing Wicneſs againſt 
|  etheirxarnal Inventions, their Hypoeriſy and their Cruelty ; 
| Father forgive them, for they kuow not what they do. 
% Aſſembly was confuſed. There was no Order, no 
A no Moderation among them. The very Type 
| -wfonr High Church Mob again ! And the more part knew 
| uiwberefore they were come together: That is, tho', as F 
| aid before, they came determin'd to do Miſchief, yet 
| were at à Lot what Species of it to go about, till 
heir General, the Prieſt, gave them the Word. Oh, my 
| Beloved, let us lament hy horrible State of thoſe 
winregenerate Souls, whoſe Paſtors feed them with Poiſon 
| inſtead of the Food of Life, and teach them Rage inſtead 
| ot Religion. Take Warning, Sirs, I ſay unto you, take 
| \Warning;; beware of Diana and her Cra en 
us your Bibles as you love your Souls. 
aud they drew Alexander out of the Ahh dbu, the his 
=; thecbelieving Jeu ) putting him for wurd And Alex- 
ander beckon'd with his Haxd, and would have made his De- 
| neo the Prople. But when they knew that he was a 
| SJew,((thar is, a belteving Jew.) al with one Voice about 
= the ſpace of Two Hours, cried outs Great is þ of the 
»*Ephediats; v. 33, 34 
Was there ever ſuch a Couple of Tin Caſes as theirs 
und ours / Verily,' our High Church Bigots and Raga- 
 Invbffians are che undoubted Deſcendants of Diana s Tories 
t Ephiſus Seventeen Hundred Tears ago. Not is the 
done whit mended g they ate ſtill the —— of the 
- Craftſmen, blind, outrageous, and loud. 
Me too, my Brethren, would, like the 8000 Abe 
2 my Text, make our Defence unto the People . 
they 
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175 will not hear us. Pray mark the different manner 
of our diſputing from theirs, and the contrary Arguments 
we uſe! we appeal to the Bible; they cry, the Church 
and anſwer the Word of the Lud * a Brickbat: On 
horrible | 
Great is Diana of the Ep hefians/ High Church PI 
and *cis likely they — to it. This was the Cry e 
the ſpace if two Hours, Poor Souls ! it was all they could 
— and all that their Prieſts had taught them to ſay, 
reat is Diana of the Epheſians ! Was ever Church more 
ithyly de ſended, — the Craſtſmen of our Days 
bak learned their Logick from their Ephefian Predeceſſors, 
Great is Diana of the Epheſians. T have heard a Sermon 
2 tull Hour long upon — lame Subjed, and yet not more 
laid, nor better, 
- You have already, my Beloved, heard two Speeches, 
one from the Craftſmen, and the other from the Mob. Dr. 
Demetrins being in the Chair, tells nis Brethren of the 
T' ade, that &y this Craft ( obſerve, by this Cratt ) they 
had their Wealth, Tunis is the firſt part of his Sermon 
and in troth, he puts the beſt Leg foremoſt, and uſes his 
ſtongeſt Arguments firſt; he fairly puts the Stteſs of his 
Faith upon the ready Rhino, and in the very Dawn of his 
Diſcourſe, ſhews him to be Orthodox. 14255 ſay the 
whole Convocation was convinced. He has however, à 
rare Gudgeon behind for the Mob, and what ſhould that 
be, trow ye, but a Charge of Hereſy againſt Paul? The 
Apoltle had the Aſſurance to publiſh, forſooth, that the 
be no Gods which are made with Hands: Terrible Atheiſm 
againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Divinity und ſee what a bitter 
Spirit it raiſed. 
This, my Friends, was the Prieſt's Speech. or Sermon : 
Now hear the Mobs Speech orice more, tor it is a Raritys 
as we ſay in Barkbire. Why they criedour till their Throats 
were jaded, Great it Diana of rhe Epheſians; and lugged 
@ Couple of painful Diſſenting Miniſters into the Bear- 
£arden, — ſorry we maſt leave chem to the Mercy 
ot High Church-men. © 
No, my Chriſtian Friends, you ſhall-bear a third 
Speech; which by irs Honeſty, — and good 
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Senſe, will refreſh you after all the Knavery and Im- 
50 udence, in the Cratiſmen, and all this Sorciſhneſs and 
ury in the People 
Ad when the 1 had appeaſed the People, he 
ſaid, Ie Men of Epheſus, what Man is there that knoweth 
dor / that the City of the Epheſians is a worſbipper of the 
rat Goddeſs Diana, and of the Image which fell down from 
_ Seeing hen that theſe Thiugs canno: be [Poken a- 
Je ought to be quiet, and do n thing raſbly : For ye kave 


q ain " 
wane bt hither theſe Men which are neither Robbers of Churches 


nor yer Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs. Wherefore if Demetrius 
and the Craftſmen which are with him, have a Matter againſt 
any Man, the Lawis oper, and there are Deputies; Pu. them 


| implead one anther, v. 35, 36, 37, 38. 


This is the Speech of a Layman and a Lawyer! 
Think ye nor, my Friends, that he was a Low Church- 
mii? 1 wot he was, 

Se ung then that the/e Things cannot be ſpoken againſt. Right, 
Mr. Town Cerk! their Dowdy Image was cltabliſh'd 
by Law; and it ir had been a Broomſtick it would have 
had the Pricſts on us ſide, and muſt have been worſhip- 
ped. Where the Careaſ 11, there will the Ravens be gathered 

ether. 

27 ought to be quit, aud to go nothing raſbly. So they would 
if che Prieſts had let them alone. Bur the Craftſmen had 
goaded their Sides with the Cry of the Church, till the 
poor Reprobates were ſtark Mad, 

What Man is ther: that knoweth not &c. Why every 
Body knew that Madam Diana's Palace at Eph.ſus bad 
mote rſtition and Peter-Pence paid to it, and con- 
lequently had a greater Swarm of Chaplains, than all the 
Divinity Shops in Af beſides: She had Men and Mo- 
ney of her Side. Wat! could not all this ſecure her ? 
No; her Bully Boys were afraid of Jeſus Chriſt, and Two 
or Three Niſſenting Teachers, his Servants. - 

Ard the Image which fel down from Jupiter. Fell dows 
2 Juriterl What great: Lyars ſome: Prieſts are, my 

Beloved ! They will needs fetch all their Fables and filthy 


Var out of Heaven it ſelf.; and yet who hath leſs In- 


| vieſtichare'? Their very ede e Raree-ſh ao 70 
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father'd upon Divine Right. Oh Sirs, the brazen Front 


of ſome Men! The Town Clerk here conforms him 
ſelf to their manner ot ſreaking: But take my Word 
for it, the Man knew better. 

The Image which ſell down from Jupiter. As I was juſt 
now (aying, all the Prieſts Lumber comes from God; and 
yet they are ſcared out ot their Wits, leſt Men ſhould 
tak: ic from them; as if God could not defend his own 
Gifis and Inſtitutions. This prepoſterous Conduct be- 
wrays them, Either they believe not in God; or know 
that they bely him: Both Caſes, my Brethren, are ve- 
ry common. WHhoſcever feareth the Lurd, need not ſear what 
Man can do unto him. 92 | 

Mr. Town-Clerk proceeds. For ye have brought hither 
theſe Men, which are neither Robbers of Churches, nor yet 
Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs, Well urged, If the Men 
are innocent, why do ye abuſe them? If they preach 
© falle Doctrine, why do ye not confute them? If they 
© come not to your Eſtabliſh'd Church, why do ye not 
* convince them that they ought to come? Or, becauſe 

: 1 cannot Anſwer them, do ye therefore Mob them # 
It is plain, that the honeſt Men have neither ſtolen any 
! — ng Madam's conſecrated Trinkets, nor called her 

ore. 

Wherefore if Demetrius and the Craftſmen which are with 
bim, have a Matter againſt any Man, the Law is open, and 
there are Depunes, let them implead one another, | 
Better ſtili ! This is Reaſoning now; a PraRiſe the 
Graftſmen do not care for; the Arm of Fleſh is their belt 
Argument, and at that too they are generally laid in the 
Dirt. - + Gentlemen, ſays the Town- Clerk, it is evident 
ye diſtruſt your Cauſc, by not truſting. to the Merits 
of the Law. All external Advantages are for you; JE 
are in your own Town, ye have moſt Friends and molt 
* Money; and let me tell ye too, Gentlemen, ye have 
* moſt ——— elſe I ſhould never have found ye here 
* bawling tor your Church, and breaking the Law, and 
to your eternal Scandal, beſetting with your Numbers 
' a few harmleſs. Men, whoſe only Arms lie in the Inno- 
: cence gf their Lives, and in the force of whys che ia; 
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It you are vanquiſh'd wich theſe Weapons, have the 


*- Honeſty to on it, or for ſhame be ſilcut If theſe 


Men, Gentlemen, {peak againtt the Law, why puni h 


ye them not by Law? hut if ye have no Law againſ 
them, neither have they any T'ranſgreſſion. OY 
What Anſwer, trow ye; did the Craitſmen, or their 
ales, the Multitude, make to this? Why verily, uch 
at Anſwer, I guels, as they are wont to make to us every 
Day? I ſuppoſe they damn'd him for a Whig, and o 
ot Drunk, and went hom... 1 | 
Om, my Friends, the deplorable Condition ot Men, 


[ that are out of Chriſt! And ſuch ate they who take 


ſcheir Religion trom the Crafiſmen. The Worlbippers of 
[| Diane would have been 2s Qurragious tor one of er 
Beagles, had the Crafeſmer told tnem that the Beagle came 
_ down from Jupiter. My Brethren, let us cleave to our 
1 yea, I lay unto you, let us cleave unto our 
; 28 . | f \ I 


III. I come now to my Third and laſt: General Head, 
namely, to end my Diſcourſe with a ſhort Word ot Ap- 
| plication ; having, as I went along, anticipated my ſelf 
and made ſeveral Obſervations which would elſe have a- 
| rifen partly here. | | 7 


The great Inference I ſhall make is, that Crafiſmen or 


| Hig h-Churchmen are at odds with Conſcience and Truth, 
and afraid of them. And indeed to do them Juſtice, tho 
i relation to God and Religion, there is no believing 
| what they ſay ; yet whenever they reaſon from their own 
| Intereſts, they reaſon well. By this Craft we have our 
| Wealth. As to their flouriſh about Diana and her . 
| Church, it has not, in Point of Argument, common Senſe 
in it. All they aſſert is, that all 4A worſhiped _— 
| if, becauſe Diana was then up therefore Jeſ 


| Chriſt dught to have been kept undermoſt» They could 
| not ſtand Pan Logiek; heappeal'd to Facts, he appeals 
| ed'to-Realon,' be appeal d to Conſcience. / 


-|"Phey therefore (that is Diana's High Priefts, or the 
| Owtifeers of her Fopperies, and Fingerers of her Gain) form 
rere 
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There was no . it, that Men ſhould be conducted 
in their Religion by inward Conviction and the Grace ot 
. God, and not by them, who had no Advantage from 


' +either, for the Suppatr of their Impoſitions. 


Beſide, if all-external 'T'rumpery and Grimace in Re- 
ligion, were certainly ridiculous and vain, as the Chriſti- 
an Religion certainly reaches If Poſtures, Cringes, 
' Shrines, Muſick, and the like bodily Devotion, were fo 
far from ſignifying any thing, that they were à certain 
and periicious Contradiction to the ſimple Inſtitution i 
J-ius whoſe Will was tulfilled by believing in him, aud 
living well; then were the Craftſmen like to be bur little 
Savceerends and to have but little. Cuſtom for their 
Shrines and their ſmall Wares 3 a Prieſt dreſs*d up in an 
antick Coat, and making Mouths before a dead Image, 
would make a merry Figure before the People, inſtead of 
an awful one, as formerly; and in the midit of all their 
holy Hubbub and Solemnity, a Chriſtian need but ak 
them one ſhort Queſtion, ho required theſe Things as Jo 
Hand,? And they were 9 — 
- What do they do therefore in this Caſe? Do they de- 
fend their Church-gear by Reaſon, or by Reaſon confurk 
| Paul? No: Paul aſſerted, that they be no Gods which ave 
made wich Hands the molt ſelf evident Truth chat cr 
was aſſerted by any Man. They cannot anſwer ir; nur 
ret will they on themſelves in the Wrong; but they 
will puniſh the * for being in the Right. Wella 
in order to this, go-to Law with him? Nor 
that neither? Paul and is Companions had en 
Law: They were were loyal 
Subjects, and good Livers :. They u RY tenders for 
Virtue and Piet 5 and . not — 2 Syllable 


Truths which they delivered- 

What Courſe then do the Crafeſnen/ take with them? 
Why, a vety entraordinary one in it ſelf, but very com- 
mon with them; even the Courſe of unprecedented Pom. 


er and Oppte ſſion. They were chargeable with no Le- 
gal Crime; All their Offence was, thar tl 
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dark Minds of the miſled Multitude. They therefore 
Mew their Rage, and have the innocent Men ſciz'd and 
deprived” ot their Liberty, without ſhaddow of any le- 
gal Proceſs againſt them. Nay it dots not appear that 
they had yet tound à Name for the Crime they alledged, 
but the Men were confined at Random, aud probably put 
t great Charge. 1 | 
This ſhews their Spirit; and the Wieſtly. Rage will 

be gratificd over the Belly of Truth, of Innocence, of 
5 Humanity, of Law, and of Religion it ſeif. Ic cannot 
brock che leatt good Office-done to Human-kind ; all its 
Abſurdities are ſacred; and yet nothing is ſacred enough 

o mollity or reſtrain it, ever unforgiving, ever guaſhing 
its Teeth. Truth will perperually be irs Foe, and tnere- 

fore it will perpetually be in a Flame. | 
And this ſhews too the Amiableneſs of an oppoſite 
Spirit; I mean, the amiable Spirit of the Goſpel : Where 
did ever our:Blefled Saviour, who held all Power in Hea- 
ven and Earth, and could command Legions ot Angels; 
Where, or when did he, in the midſt of Dangers; Oppo- 
| fition, and Abules, ever oppreſs or puniſh even his unbe- 
eving and implacable Enemies? Where did ever Paw, 

Who had the Power and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Gholt, 
and who had the Power and Aſſiſtance of Miracles, where 
and ;when did ever he ſhew any Reſenment to his bitter- 
eſt Foes among the Fews, or his moſt idolatrous Gainſay- 
ers among the Gentiles? gf n 7311 111 ow 
And what Account is to be given for this Diametrical 
Oppoſition between theſe two Spirits? I mean rhe Spi- 
rit of the Goſpel, and the Spirit of High Prieſts > Why, 
be but this, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles. ſought no 
| -Empire but over wickedneſs and Error, by the {ole Means 
of Grace, Gentleneſs, and Perſwaſion; and they who have 
| oppſite Ends to ſerve, muſt bring them about by Deluſi- 
on, Violence, and Force. This I wilt maintain is a cer- 
tain Criterion to mark out Truth and Fal ſhood, and 
true and falſe Teachers. And I defy all the Prieſts upon 
| Earth. to ſhew, that the Internal Religion of jeſus, wants 
Ader its Stay or its Advancement, the External Inffuence || * 
| of worldly Power. It: gas always purgit and a 
WoW | 
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re moſt, when all human Power was againft it. Sleves and 


x Hy pocrites may be made by it; but Religion rejoyces in 
2 Liberty and Sincerity. | "a6 xy e 
f a hen Men are angry 1n Defence of their Opinions, 
ws and opprels for their {ake ; let them not be], e Ciritr, and 


ag ſay, it is for him; but let their Paſſions be made to an- 
ſwer for what hing but their Paſſions can produce. 
Why muſt Ambition, Avarice, and Revenge, be father'd 


0 upon Religion, which abnors them all; Why muſt Bix- 
* terneſs and Cruelty, be laid at the Door ot che Father 

h of Mercies ; Pudet hec opprobria' nobis, Fe. | 
8 We cannot bear ſuch Violence offered to our Reaſon 


ns and our Laguage, as any longer to hear Things called 
by wrong and unnatural Names; or to {cc barbarous and 
impivus Actions varniſh'd over with holy Colours and 
godly Pretences. It gets the better of our Patience, and 
is an Affront to our Religion, We cannot find Chriſt in the 
Actions ot Belial; nor can we ſee the Holy Man in the 

Oppreflor. They that would reſemble Jeſus Chriſt, mult 
do as he did, and not do what he never did; and they 
who will in any Caſe follow the religious Meaſures taken 
here by the Idolaters of Diana, in the Caſe of Paul, malt 
forego their Tirle to Chriſtianity, and argue asthele Ido- 
laters did, By this Craft we have our Wealth: And then 
the Religion of the New Teſtament will not be profan'd 
in their Quarrel. | | | 

But why ſcize Paul, or any Body that belong'd to him? 
Is one Man ſuch a Terror to-many, tliat he muſt be puniſh# 
ed before it appears that he deſerved any Puniſhmenr at 
all, and before he is heard; or is it dangerous to hear him? 

And are they afraid ot his Defence in a legal Trial, as 
much as ot his Preaching and of his Reaſoning ? 

It js plain that downright Oppreſſion, that is Power 
without Law, was the whole Scope of their Proceedings, 
and Revenge their only Motive. It is plan, that Pau 
was not running away: His whole Buline(s was to pubs" 
liſh Truth; he was at Epheſus on purpoſe; he did it 
ry Day; he preached in Publick; he taught in the 
nagogues, he dilputed * Schools. Andhe aan 
this ſo publickly and ſo eff pul that the 4/ch Chapman 

ITS | ers CST 
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charges him with having perſwaded and turned away much 
People. Ay, that grip'd; his Reafouing prevailed, and 
the Craft was in Danger. BLUR 243284 
Let us now, my Bcloved, mark the very different Si- 
tuation ot Pau} and his Adverfarics ; they were in Pol. 
mon of an Eſtabliſh'd Church, and of all its Revenues, 
and of the Superſtitiun of the People, who run mad for 
the Church at the Pleaſure of the Prieſt. - The Law, no 
doubt, was partial to them, being made by Men of their 
own Religion; and the Judges and Magiſtrates were all 
of the ſame. The People were of Opinion that their 
Church was of Divine Inſtitution, and that Heaven was 
on their Side. 'The Philoſophers, and all they who go- 
vern d the Schools, and had the Education of Youth, were 
of that Church, being every one Heathens, except per- 
ps a few who judged for themſclves, and could dif- 
E tinguiſh Natural Religion, inſtituted by God, from the 
# ablurd Medley of Rituals, invented by the Frieſts. The 
# Chriſtian Religion was as yet but in its Infancy. In 
| ſhort, the Crafſmen govern'd all Things; Earth was in 
_ thetr Polleflion, and Heaven they pretended was the 
Champion. 6 D647 
Here are Severities and Advantages enough to put 
Truth out of Countenance, had Truth been amongſt 
them. In reality, ſhe wants not ſo many. The Cratif- 
men knew this, and ſhew'd that they did fo by their 
$ gutrageous Behaviour. x CEE | 
Let us now view Paul, and fee what terrible Arms he 
bears that are ſo frightful to the Craftimen; he was a 
| Stranger; he was a Diſſenter; he had no Equipage to 
| dazzcl Peoples Eyes; no pompous Garments to win cheir 
Neverence, nor Wealth to bribe their Affections: he 
| fought no Popularity, in indulging Men in their Vices, 
ox encouraging them in their 17mg In ſhorr, all the 
Fnomerous Advantages of his Al veiſaries, the Prieſts, 
o may Obſtacles and Diſadvantages to him, the 
0 coaclude, hc had only Fruth on his Side; 
melrender'd him an Over: match for all the Prieſts then 
be World, All the Privileges, all the Advantages he 
1 it Hearing, I his, it feems, he had ob- 


Profeflors of all Scholarſhip ! that were Proprietors of 
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tained of the Town; and it had ics Effect, Here was 
his Crime, and here began the Prieftly Fury, the fierceſt, 
the moſt brutiſh o: all others. 

Shameleſs Men! was it not enough that Reaſon and 
Religion were both againſt you; and that you would nei- 
ther be Proſelytes to them your ſelves, not iufter, with 

eur Wills, that others ſhould : But muſt yuu likewiſe 
be proclaiming their invincible Power, and your own Im- 


| becility and Nakedneſs, by virulently uſing direct, un- 


diſguiſed Force to ſtop their Mouths What Impu- 
dence! What Folly ! | 

What! you that boaſted your Conformity tothe Law; 
and your Eſtabliſhment by the Law ! you that were the 


the Arts and Sciences, and of the great Endewements 
given for their Support ! you that inſtructed the Young 
and the Old, and controul'd the Conſeiences of both! 
you that were the ſacred Adminiſtrators of Religion ! 
you that ſhut and open'd Heaven and Heil! you that 
were the Privy-Conucillors of the Gods! In the Name 
ot Amazement, what could undermine you ; what could 
annoy you; or, it you are not hurt your felves, why do 
you oppreſs orhers * By this Method you do but ſhew 
your cloven Feet. Jeſus we know, and Paul we know, but 
who are ye? 
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